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ment of Commerce, his goal is to open pathways 
to starting new business, processing through 
the permitting and licensing agencies to lower 
restrictions to make Maryland more friendly to 
doing business in the state.

He encourages support for farmers who realize 
they can make more money growing new things by 
focusing on policy development. That way farmers 
who want the option to do something to improve 
their bottom line can do so; not just growing, but 
also producing products from that output.

Maryland has some of the strictest environmental 
constraints compared to the rest of the country, 
such as clean-up e�orts surrounding the Ches-
apeake Bay. So, Maryland farmers are already 
working harder than in many other states. He 
says that we owe it to farmers to give them the 
most opportunities to make more profits, and 
a better bottom line. When they are successful, 
they are better environmental partners and better 
community partners. This includes poultry and 
the feed grains that go along with that; graperies 
and the wine industry from those; dairies and all 
of the products that come from them � cheese, 
ice cream, etc.; equine activities, and all related 
industries and spino�s from it -- the current Pim-
lico Race Track redevelopment is important to the 
promotion of horse racing and breeding. 

In addition, Mr. Atticks is keeping in touch with 
other agriculture departments across the country 
via conferences which he attends, where there is 
networking and trading of policy ideas.

On Saturday, the last day of the Fall conference, 
we began with a round-table discussion among 
about 20 of our attendees, to learn more about 
our mill sites, work, trades, and other exchang-
es of ideas. We discussed continuing with Miller 
Training at future conferences. Both SPOOM 
and the Mid-Atlantic Chapter have noticed the 
decline in millwrights in the U.S., as some have 
aged out and / or retired, in the recent decade. 
There is some movement in the education field to 
provide training to college-aged students in the 
subjects of historic trades � such as carpentry, 
masonry, metalworking, glass, etc. to provide the 
next generation of workers and keep those trades 
alive. Because millwrighting needs a combination 

of those skills, this may be an opportunity for 
SPOOM and SPOOM M-A to advocate for including 
millwrighting in those trade schools, in the future. 
Coincidentally, Preservation Maryland, a state-
wide non-profit, is active in coordinating historic 
trades training across the country.

This training can begin with something as simple 
as teaching mechanical principles of physics to 
elementary school students, as we older people 
remember. Toward that end, Union Mills has a dis-
play made by a volunteer which shows the oper-
ation of simple machines such as pulleys, levers, 
an auger screw and gears on a display table in the 
mill used when school groups visit.

Later we had tables outside the mill with displays 
of some mill-related mechanical items, mill bro-
chures and past issues of the Old Mill News, the 
national SPOOM quarterly magazine. Union Mills 
board members encouraged mill historic sites to 
send their rack cards to Unions Mills Homestead 
for distribution to their visitors.

Thanks to everyone who attended this special Fall 
meeting and 20th anniversary event. If you could 
not attend, we hope to see you next time! To 
SPOOM Mid-Atlantic board and all of our mem-
bers - I wish the best of success in the next 20 
years, though I may not be there!

	

�Dan Campbell

Display of simple 
machine principles at 

Union Mills
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Steve Bashore Leads Miller Training 
On Thursday, October 9, fi�een enthusiastic 
millers�representing nine di�erent Mid-Atlan-
tic mills�attended an all-day training at Union 
Mills Homestead. The training was led by Steve 
Bashore, an independent consultant and former 
long-time miller at George Washington�s Gristmill 
at Mount Vernon.�

Steve began the training with a fascinating slide 
presentation on the history of milling and the 
evolution of waterwheels and gearing. Then the 
group worked together to grease the gears and 
operate the mill alongside Union Mill�s new miller, 
Neil Carico. A�er milling, Steve and Neil demon-
strated safe procedures for li�ing the runner 
stone for cleaning.�

By bringing together millers from di�erent mills, this 
hands-on training provided opportunities to share 
knowledge and learn how other mills work. SPOOM-
MA hopes to o�er similar trainings in the future!

� Angela Kramer

 Millers and apprentices from 
nine di�erent local mills attend 
a miller training at Union Mills.�

Steve Bashore and 
Neil Carico li�ing 

the runner stone at 
Union Mills
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Fall 2025 Meeting Recap
BIG PIPE CREEK WATERSHED AND MILLS

Our Friday bus trip began with a scenic drive 
showcasing the rich mill history of Carroll Coun-
ty�s Big Pipe Creek watershed. Big Pipe Creek 
flows into Little Pipe Creek to form Double Pipe 
Creek, which then drains into the Monocacy River 
and the Chesapeake Bay. The creek�s power was 
used for grist mills, sawmills, and tanneries, 
forming the basis of settlements like Union Mills. 
Later, the area�s level ground along the creek, 
combined with the existing businesses, was key 
to attracting railroads, leading to the develop-
ment of villages like�Alesia.�Stops at Arters Mill 
and Roops Mill allowed us to view the exterior 
and peek through the windows at the unrestored 
remnants of their former glory.

The historic Roop�s Mill and homestead in West-
minster, MD trace their roots all the way back to 
1795. The original mill of log construction would 
be short-lived, with its useful life being cut short 
a�er a devastating fire. Rising from the ashes, a 
new mill of brick and stone was soon construct-
ed upon the foundation of the original mill in 
1816. The new mill was a�ixed with an overshot 
water wheel, with which the waters of the Mead-
ow Branch Creek drove the stones that pro-
cessed the grain. The milling process operated 
in the traditional Oliver Evans fashion, utilizing 
the principles of gravity in a top-down process-
ing manner. As time went by and technology 
improved, the mill was upgraded to a turbine, re-
placing the overshot wheel. An electric generator 

Roop�s Mill and 
homestead 

(inset).




























